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UNCLAS PRETORIA 5132 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, SREE, AO, WAS 

SUBJECT: ANGOLAN FIGHTING CONTINUES 

REE: PRETORIA 5078 

1. NOVEMBER 10 MORNING PRESS CARRIES LEAD STORY HEADLINED 
"BLOODBATH AS ANGOLA ERUPTS". ARTICLE QUOTES REEUGEES 
ARRIVING IN OVAMBO AS SAYING THAT "MASSACRES AND MASS 
BURIALS" ARE TAKING PLACE AS RESULT OF JOINT MPLA/CUBAN/SWAPO 
EFFORT TO ELIMINATE UNITA BEEORE ANGOLA’S EIRST NATIONAL DAY 
CELEBRATIONS ON NOVEMBER 20. THREE THOUSAND REFUGEES SAID 
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FEW DAYS. REPORT STATES THAT FOR FIRST TIME 
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS HAS PROMISED AID TO HELP CARE 
FOR REFUGEES. 

2. STORY ALSO CARRIES ANGOLAN CLAIM THAT NO FIGHTING IS 
GOING ON IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA, AND ACCUSATION THAT SOUTH 
AFRICAN FORCES IN NAMIBIA HAVE BEEN SHELLING ANGOLA. 
LATTER ACCUSATION WAS DENIED BY SAG DEFENSE MINISTER 
P.W. BOTHA. AFRIKAANS MORNING PRESS SEES ACCUSATION AS 
"COMMUNIST ATTEMPT TO INVOLVE SOUTH AFRICA IN THE BLOOD- 
LETTING AND VIOLENCE IN THE NEW WAR ON OUR BORDER". 

3. AETERNOON PRESS REPORTS THAT UNITA FORCES HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO RESIST ARMOR AND ARTILLERY ATTACKS, AND 
ARE "DESPERATELY TRYING TO ESCAPE TO THE SAFETY OF THE 
BUSH COUNTRY IN SOUTHEAST ANGOLA". UNITA REPORTED IN 
"DIRE STRAITS" WITH SUPPLY LINES CUT AND LIMITED AMMUNITION. 
BORDER BETWEEN NAMIBIA AND ANGOLA HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN 
SEALED BY MPLA, WITH ONLY FIFTEEN REEUGEES CROSSING ON 
NOVEMBER 9, COMPARED WITH HUNDREDS IN EACH OF PREVIOUS 
DAYS OF FIGHTING. 
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